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Y E A R O F R E A D I N G

In an effort to tackle falling levels of literacy, 2012 was branded Year Of
Reading - but has the awareness made a difference to the statistics? With
the help of some local authors, Cheryl Rabbah explores the issue and what
parents can do to help.

T
here's no doubt kids are reading less and sitting

in front of screens more. The reality is many prefer

technology because they find reading boring or

difficult. It's no wonder 2012 became National

Year of Reading with 46 percent of Australians not having the

literacy skills to get through their day-to-day activities. But

how can we encourage reluctant readers?

Local children's author Dan McGuiness considers himself

the "ultimate reluctant reader" and this is partly why he

writes graphic novels. "I wanted to make something I wanted

to read as a kid. I went through my old drawings and it was

full of action, robots and lasers so I put them in my book," he

says. With his graphic novel Pilot and Huxley being optioned

for a cartoon series in the States, it's safe to say he knows

what children want.

"THE MORE THAT YOU
READ, THE MORE THINGS
YOU WILL KNOW. THE MORE
THAT YOU LEARN, THE
MORE PLACES YOU'LL GO."
- Dr. Seuss, / Can Read With My Eyes Shut!

Local author Allayne Webster also knew her son needed

pictures coupled with words to enjoy a book. "Boys are

quite visual so the combination of pictures and words allows

them to connect and become engaged with the book,"

she says. "Ultimately with kids, you need to ask them what

they like and go and find it. Don't shove things they're not

interested in down their throat. Let them make the decisions

about reading."

Most authors agree that two factors are important for

inspiring young readers - catering to your child's personal

taste and not making it a competition. Kristen Weidenbach,

author of Tom the Outback Mailman, knew when her

daughter didn't like her pointing at the words while reading

that she needed to make it fun and not "surreptitiously

educating or forcing her to read".

"Kids are savvy readers - they know if it's a good story.

They know at a young age if they are being preached at,"

she says. Kristen believes Mem Fox has the right idea

incorporating rhythm and rhyme into a story to encourage

enjoyment as well as learning.

Katrina Germein believes reading can sometimes be made

into a competition, to the detriment of developing a lifelong

love of reading. She understands the pressure that parents

feel when comparisons are made about the level of reader

their child is on, or how many chapters, words or pages their

children are reading, but maintains it's important to keep

reading fun, and to follow the child's lead.

"Don't privilege one text over another. There is no rush

to push children onto chapter books - a picture book is

usually more sophisticated than your average chapter book

anyway," she says.

This passionate bunch of writers represents members of the

group eKIDnas, created in 1993 by local children's authors.

"Members from eKIDnas come from different backgrounds

but we are very much geared towards promoting children's

literature," says member Vikki Wakefield. •

For more information about local authors visit

ekidnas.wordpress.com.

For more information about the National Year of Reading

visit www.love2read.org.au.

Meet the locals
Dan McGuiness
danmcguiness.com.au
Books include: Pilot and Huxley Series

"Pilot and Huxley was something I could
read, and encourages kids to read."
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PULTENEY
SCHOLARSHIPS
2014
pulteney.sa.edu.au

At Pulteney, we believe in learning
that extends beyond the classroom,
into the realm of personal discovery.
Not only does this help your child
learn better, it prepares them for a
lifetime of success.

Academic entry scholarships are
available for Years 5, 7 and 8 for 2014.

For details, please check under the
'enrolment' menu on our website,
or call the Registrar on 8216 5555.

Principal's Tour begins at 9:30 am
Junior: Tues 14 August
Senior: Thurs 16 August
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Allayne WeDSter www.allaynewebster.com

Books include: Stresshead

"When I write a teenage voice is what comes

out. Staying connected to what is going

on in magazines and all manner of news

and anything that has anything to do with

teenagers. None of the issues fundamentally

change - they are the same problems.

Relationships, parents, temptation."

Kristin Weidenbach
www.kristinweidenbach.com

Books include: Tom the Outback Mailman

"I tell people stories about South Australians

- they can read a book and say 'I've been

there, I know that place'. It's not some far off

country. They can see us represented on the

page. They can see that the author could be

someone living next door to them."

Ben Chandler
benchandler.com.au

Books include: Beast Child: Volume Two

of the Voyages of the Flying Dragon

"I have very vivid memories of my teen years,

and I guess I never really grew up. So, in

effect, when I write, I write for the teen I was

and the parts of me that are still that person."

Vikki Wakefield
vikkiwakefield.com

Books include: All I ever wanted

"I take one word that describes an emotion

and I try to explain it on the page through

description or dialogue. It's about how you

take it from being a word to a feeling

- that's how I connect with my readers."

Elizabeth Hutchins
ekidnas.wordpress.com

Books include: Turtle Tears

"Most of us write out of our own experience,

we are not actually writing our own

experience again."

Katrina Germein
www.katrinagermein.com

Books include: My Dad thinks he's Funny

"When I write it comes out as a picture book

story - that's the genre that I love."
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